Atypicality revisited: further data on the effectiveness of the Mahalanobis distance in Down's syndrome screening.
Further data suggesting that assessment of atypicality may be a valuable addition to Down's syndrome screening is presented, based on results from 1521 unaffected pregnancies and 190 chromosomally abnormal pregnancies. For a 1% increase in false positive rates (over the Down's screening-related false positives), it is estimated that the detection of non-trisomy 21 abnormalities may be enhanced by approximately 40%. These false positive and detection rates are similar to previous reports for specific trisomy 18 screens. Further work is necessary to prove whether a specific trisomy 18 screen, or an atypicality screen is preferable.